
Visit to Australia and address to 
Parliament by HE President Joko 
Widodo (Jokowi) 
Reported by Les Boag 

His Excellency, President of Indonesia, Joko Widodo (Bapak Jokowi), was 
invited to Australia by the Prime Minister, The Honourable Scott Morrison. 
His acceptance of this invitation and his warm and genuine reception shows 
the bilateral relations between our two countries are strong, especially at 
government level. 

Bapak Jokowi arrived just as the rain was starting in Canberra on the night of 
Saturday, 8 February 2020. After the official greeting at the airport he went to 
his accommodation at the Hyatt Hotel where a crowd of around 200 of 
Canberra’s Indonesian community were waiting to meet him. He met with 
them before going into the Hyatt building. Waiting inside to greet and brief 
Bapak Jokowi was Ibu Retno Marsudi, Indonesia’s Foreign Minister, whose 
first posting as a diplomat was to Canberra where she was an active member 
of AIA. Also waiting inside were the Indonesian Embassy leaders and 
selected leaders of the Indonesian community in Canberra. Interestingly, Ibu 
Retno said she held fond memories of her time spent with AIA and asked 
about members she remembered from that time.  
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On Sunday, 9 February 2020, Bapak 
Jokowi visited the Governor-General and 
had meetings with Australian officials. He 
was interested to learn about the planning 
and development of Canberra as Australia’s 
national capital city, because Indonesia is 
intending to establish a new capital city on 
the Island of Kalimantan. To improve his 
understanding of the planning of Canberra, 
Bapak Jokowi visited the Mount Ainslie 
lookout where the layout of Canberra and 
its development was explained to him. 
Jokowi’s meetings included discussion of the action to implement the 
Indonesia–Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA–
CEPA), which the Indonesian Government ratified last week. The IA–CEPA is a 
very important agreement to improve trade and relations between our two 
countries.  

On Monday, 10 February 2020, Bapak Jokowi attended Parliament House to 
address a combined sitting of both houses of parliament. It seemed almost all the 
members of both houses were present and the galleries were packed. Bapak 
Jokowi was warmly welcomed in speeches by Mr Morrison and the leader of the 
opposition, Mr Anthony Albanese. In his welcome Mr Morrison mentioned this 
year marks the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Australia and Indonesia. Mr Morrison also noted Australia had been an 
early supporter of Indonesian independence, and had been chosen by Indonesia 
to represent its interests at the United Nations. Mr Albanese stressed that the 
strong relations and agreements with Indonesia had bi-party support and would 
not change if he became prime minister.  

Bapak Jokowi gave his speech in Bahasa Indonesia and 
all present had been issued with a headset so they could 
hear an interpretation. Bapak Jokowi also noted the 70 
years of close diplomatic relations and looked forward 
to 2050 and the 100th anniversary of the start of 
diplomatic relations.  

In his speech, Bapak Jokowi identified four major steps 
he proposed our two countries should take to strengthen 
our bilateral relations and to contribute to regional 
peace and security. 
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Democracy issues. Bapak 
Jokowi stressed the need for 
cooperation in furthering 
democracy, respect for human 
rights, counter-terrorism and 
anti-radicalisation strategies. He 
spoke against identity politics, 
disputing the idea it was cultural 
clashes that divided the world.  

Free and fair trade. Bapak 
Jokowi argued for free and fair 

trade, bilaterally and regionally, in the face of increasing protectionism. He 
welcomed the conclusion of the Indonesia–Australia Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement, which he described as opening opportunities for 
economic growth in both countries. 

Protection of the environment. Bapak Jokowi called for collaboration on 
protection of the environment; such as protection of forests and rivers. He also 
argued for collaboration on lowering carbon emissions and handling climate 
change.  

Anchors for development programs. Bapak Jokowi called for Australia and 
Indonesia to be ‘anchors for development programs’ in the Pacific region. 

At the end of his speech Bapak Jokowi received a prolonged standing ovation. 
Parliament was then suspended and Bapak Jokowi was introduced to members 
from all parties in the Parliament.  

After the speech, Mr Morrison hosted Bapak Jokowi at a lunch in the Great Hall, 
which was attended by hundreds. It is understood that following the lunch, 
Bapak Jokowi flew back to Jakarta.  

Two topics that were not raised during the speeches but were reported in the 
press to have been raised in other meetings during the president’s visit, were: 

• The expansion of Chinese control and influence in our mutual regions; and  

• The difficulty for Indonesians to obtain visas to visit Australia. 
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     AIA Winter Dinner 15 August 2020 – Governor General being invited 

This year the AIA Winter Dinner will be held in the evening of Saturday, 15 August 2020, 
two days before the Indonesian Independence Day (17 August). In addition to celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the dinner will also celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the formation of AIA in Sydney and 55th year since AIA was formed in 
Canberra. 

The dinner will be, as it was last year, at the Deakin Soccer Club in Deakin. This year the 
Governor-General is being invited. Early liaison with HE the Indonesian Ambassador, 
Bapak Kristiarto, has confirmed he intends to attend and will endorse the invitation to the 
Governor-General.  

All members and friends of AIA please lock the date (15 August 2020) in your diaries 
now to ensure you are able to attend what will again be a wonderful function.  
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Informal dinner for AIA members at the Kita Kafe, 
Narrabundah, on Friday 28 February 2020 

AIA (ACT) has arranged with Kita Kafe, Canberra’s only Indonesian Restaurant, 
at 59 Boolimba Crescent, Narrabundah, for an informal two course dinner for 25 
people to be held from 6pm to 8pm on Friday, 28 February 2020. To book you 
will need to go online to https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=598944&  

The cost will be $26 per person and reports are that the food is delicious. Please 
note: 

• Bookings are limited to 25 people so it will be strictly the first 25 to book 
online get to attend. 

• The restaurant is not licensed so there is no BYO.  
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Indonesian Language Classes 2020: 
Semester 1 has five levels and 

 53 students  

Vice-President Australia, Phil Domeschenz, has again been extremely successful in 
organising Indonesian language classes. This semester we have a total of 53 adult students 
attending one of five classes: from beginners to advanced. Again we are using the 
classrooms at O’Malley that has been very kindly provided by the Indonesian Embassy. The 
embassy’s generosity goes a long way in helping to keep the tuition costs low. The teachers 
are all native speakers of Indonesian, which ensures the high quality of the teaching. If you 
know of someone who would be interested in joining the classes, please contact Phil 
Domaschenz on 0406 930 835.  
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The difficulty for Indonesians to obtain visas to visit Australia. 

Reported by Les Boag 

At the lunch for Bapak Jokowi, on 10 February 2020, in the Great Hall of Australia’s 
Parliament House  I sat beside The Honourable Peter Dutton, Minister for Home Affairs, and I 
raised with him the issue of the difficulty for Indonesians to obtain visas to visit Australia. I 
noted that currently only 1.7 per cent of the Indonesians who holiday overseas come to 
Australia and, with the spread of the coronavirus in China, there will now be many thousands 
of tourists, and students too, from Indonesia who could more easily visit Australia if the visa 
application fee were lower than AUD145, if the time to process a visa application was 
reduced from the current 14 days, and if those people whose applications were refused did 
not forfeit the fee they had paid. I pointed out that Australians arriving in Indonesia receive a 
free visa on arrival: they don’t have to make an application for a visa for each visit. 

Mr Dutton genuinely thanked me for raising the issue and accepted that it is a very 
important issue for the relations between Australia and Indonesia and for Australian tourism. 
He pointed out that although Australians going to Bali do not seek protection upon arrival, 
there are risks of arrivals, especially Malaysian males, who travel via Indonesia, seeking 
protection upon arrival. Then, Mr Dutton said that they are working on solutions: the first is 
likely to be the use of biometrics to allow 10-year visit visas to be issued to Indonesians and 
others. This would mean that visitors need apply once only and then may visit many times 
over 10 years.  
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OTHER 2020 SOCIAL EVENTS

March 

Indonesian cooking demonstration 

Pak Ghofar Ismail, has kindly arranged with the Embassy’s 
Dharma Wanita to provide a cooking demonstration for AIA 
members. The date, place and the foods to be cooked are 
currently being finalised. This is expected to be towards the 
end of March 2020. Separate emails will be sent in a few weeks 
to all members of AIA with the details of this event. 

June

Indonesian Movie Evening 

Pak Ghofar Ismail, again is kindly arranging for the Embassy to 
provide a modern Indonesian film (with English sub-titles) so 
that AIA can hold a movie evening for AIA members. Again, the 
details are being finalised but it is currently expected that the 
movie evening will be in June 2020. We are hoping to include 
an Indonesian dinner at this event. Again, separate emails will 
be sent in a few weeks to all members with the details.

September

Guest speaker on Australia–Indonesia relations 

Ibu Yetty Daly has kindly volunteered her home to be used for 
a Guest Speaker Night. Pak Les Boag is working to select the 
most suitable guest speaker and date. Again, the date and 
more details will be advised in the April–May quarterly 
newsletter and emails sent to members will include a link to 
book

November

Trivia night 

Ibu Shinta Benilda and Pak Robin Brown have kindly agreed to 
organise another Trivia night this year. Last year’s was a great 
success and a fun night. It will again be at the Kingston Hotel 
and the booking and date is currently being finalised. It will be 
on a Friday night in November 2020. Again AIA will provide 
some prizes. Attendees can buy their food and drinks from the 
hotel, which provides AIA with a function room for the event. 
The date and other details will be in the April–May quarterly 
newsletter and emails sent to members closer to the time of 
the event will have a link to enable booking a place.
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Visit by President AIA (ACT) to two schools AIA supports in the 
Yogyakarta region 

Reported by Les Boag 

On 12 and 13 September 2019, as AIA (ACT) president, I 
visited Yogyakarta to review the use and benefit of the 
funds provided by AIA (ACT) to assist disadvantaged 
students in two schools in the Yogyakarta region.  

On 12 September 2019, I visited SMP Negeri 2 Playen 
which is approximately 25 kilometres south-east of 
Yogyakarta in the Gunung Kidul Regency. This is an area 
that is well known throughout Indonesia as being very 
poor because it is in a low-rainfall area. AIA has been 
supporting needy students at this school for almost 20 
years. Here I distributed to the needy students the 
money that AIA (ACT) had recently sent to the school. It is 
truly wonderful to see the appreciation and benefit that 
the students receive with the support of the funds. The 
pride and behaviour of the students is a real credit to the 

dedicated teachers. After about three hours 
with the students and teachers, I left very 
satisfied that the AUD1500 that AIA (ACT) is 
sending to the school each year is extremely 
well managed and accounted for by the 
school staff and it really does benefit needy 
children. A more detailed report is being 
prepared for the AIA website.  

On 13 September 2019, I visited SMP Negeri 
2 Cangkringan which is about 20 kilometres 
north of Yogyakarta at the base of Mount 
Merapi in the Sleman Regency. The homes of 

most of the students in this area were destroyed by the 2010 massive eruption of Merapi. Many 
homes are still being repaired and properties with plants and gardens are still struggling to 
recover and some areas cannot be recovered. AIA has, on a number of occasions, sent funds to 
assist needy children in this school and, in 2019, sent AUD1500. Again this amount was well 
accounted for by the school and, during a two-hour visit I met the children who had been 
recipients of the funds (beasiswa) and the school staff. I also left this school very satisfied that 
the funds AIA (ACT) has sent to the school since 2010 are extremely well managed and 
accounted for by the school staff and really do benefit needy children. A more detailed report is 
being prepared for the AIA website. 
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Indonesian firefighters helping Australia 

                Major General Jake Ellwood says thank you to the Indonesian Garuda Task Group. Source: Ikahan tweeter feed. 

In past years, Australia has sent firefighters to assist Indonesia fight forest fires. It was 
wonderful that this year the Indonesian government offered to send, and Australia 
accepted, a group of Indonesian Tentara Nasional Indonesia (TNI) engineers, 
specialists in firefighting, to help Australia fight the worst bush fires we have 
recorded since European settlement. 

Thirty-eight Indonesian TNI engineers arrived and were deployed to the Blue 
Mountains, about 50 kilometres west of Sydney. Maybe the Indonesian group 
brought a pawang hujan (traditional magician - rain controller) with them—within a 
week of their arrival in NSW the weather changed to heavy rain and the TNI 
engineers are now helping with the floods in the region. AIA (ACT) hopes to host a 
function to thank the Indonesian firefighters if an opportunity arrives. AIA (ACT) 
acknowledges the wonderful efforts and bravery of all the firefighters that have 
fought these horrific bushfires.  
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AIA-AIYEP Fundraising Update 

Photo: The students are using the new desks and chairs with funding from AIA-AIYEP event 

Reported by Shinta Benilda 

AIA with Australia Indonesia Youth Exchange Program (AIYEP) organised a 
fundraising event  on Sunday, 20 October 2019, to raise money for a tsunami 
affected school, SD Madrasah Al-Khairaat Bangga in Bangga village, Palu 
region, Indonesia. 

We are glad to report that we 
managed to raise a total 
of $1,139.90 to send to the the 
school. In January 2020 they 
bought about 40 desks and chairs 
with the funding from us.  
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 Written by Shinta Benilda 

Indonesian Cooking Vocabulary

butter mentega

candle nut kemiri

chicken stock kaldu ayam

chilli cabe / lombok

cinnamon kayu manis

cloves cengkeh

cooking oil minyak goreng

corriander ketumbar

cumin jinten

galangal laos / lengkuas

garlic bawang putih

ginger jahe

lime jeruk nipis

lime leaves daun jeruk

nutmeg pala

onions bawang bombai

pepper merica / lada

salam leaves daun salam

salt garam

salted soy sauce kecap asin

shallots bawang merah

shrimp paste terasi

stock kaldu

sugar gula

sweet soy sauce kecap manis

tamarind asam jawa

turmeric kunyit

vinegar cuka

 10


